
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE SCHOOL REVIEW 

A JOURNAL OF SECONDARY EDUCATION 



Volume XXVI JANUARY I918 Number i 



FOREIGN LANGUAGES AND MATHEMATICS AS RE- 
QUIREMENT FOR ADMISSION TO, AND GRADUA- 
TION FROM, AMERICAN COLLEGES 
AND UNIVERSITIES 



E. E. LEWIS 
State University of Iowa 



The purpose of this study is to determine the status in 1896 and 
in 1916 of the entrance and graduation requirements in foreign 
languages and mathematics in American colleges and universities. 
The data were secured by Mr. M. J. Wilcox, a graduate student 
in education, from an examination of the catalogues for 1896 and 
1 9 16 of thirty-five of our leading institutions of learning: Amherst 
College, Beloit College, University of California, Carleton College, 
University of Colorado, Columbia University, Cornell University, 
Dartmouth College, De Pauw University, University of Georgia, 
Harvard University, University of Illinois, Indiana University, 
University of Kansas, Leland Stanford Junior University, Uni- 
versity of Michigan, University of Minnesota, University of 
Missouri, University of Nebraska, New York University, Oberlin 
College, Ohio State University, University of Pennsylvania, 
Princeton University, University of Rochester, Tufts College, 
Tulane University, University of Virginia, University of Washing- 
ton, Western Reserve University, Williams College, University of 
Wisconsin, and Yale University. It will be noticed that this list 
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does not include all of the institutions which might be properly 
included in such a list. The reason for this omission is that the 
catalogues of such institutions were not available for both dates. 
The list is, however, representative. 

The status of entrance requirements in mathematics in 1896 
and 1916 is shown in Table I. The requirements in both cases 
are for the A.B. course, but are also the minimum for any liberal- 
arts course. From this table we see that only one school in 1896 
and one in 1916 had no entrance requirement in mathematics. 
There is, however, a decrease in the amount of mathematics 
required. In 1896 thirteen schools required at least algebra and 
plane and solid geometry, while in 1916 only four schools required 
more than algebra and plane geometry. 

TABLE I 

Entrance Requirements in Mathematics for A.B. 
Course in 1896 and 1916 



No. of Institutions 



Subjects Required 



Algebra, plane, solid, and spherical 

geometry 

Algebra, plane and solid geometry. . 

Algebra and plane geometry 

Algebra 

Algebra or plane geometry 

No requirement 




Table II shows the entrance requirements in Latin and Greek 
for the A.B. course in 1896 and 1916. 

It will be observed that the median requirement in Latin in 
1896 was four years, and in 1916 none at all. For Greek the 1896 
median was two years, and the 1916 median was none. In 1896 
three schools had no specific requirement in Latin, and in 1916 
twenty-seven had none. In 1896 twelve schools had no specific 
requirements in Greek, and in 1916 thirty-four had none. It is 
evident, therefore, that the entrance requirements in the ancient 
languages have been greatly decreased. 
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The entrance requirements in modern languages for the A.B. 
course have not been of great importance. In 1896 one modern 
language was required by five schools, and in 1916 by two schools. 

TABLE II 

Entrance Requirements in Latin and Greek for A.B. 
Course in 1896 and 1916 



Latin: 

5 years 

4 « 

3 « 

None 

Greek: 

3 years 

2 " 

Greek or Latin 
Greek, none. . . 



18 g6 



igi6 



6 





19 


6 


7 


2 


3 


27 


14 


1 


9 








S 


12 


34 



Table III presents the number of years of foreign language (both 
ancient and modern) required for admission to the A.B. course in 
1896 and 1916. 

TABLE III 

Number of Years of Foreign Language Required 
for Admission to A.B. Course in 1896 and 1916 





1896 


1916 




1 
8 

S 
8 
6 

1 

3 

1 
2 




8 " 





7 " 


1 


6 " 


S 
4 
6 


5 " 


4 « 


1 " 


S 
9 
S 


2 « 


" 





The median requirement in 1896 was six years of foreign 
language, and in 1916 three years of foreign language. In 1896 
twenty-eight schools required more than four years of foreign 
language for entrance, and in 1916 only ten required more than 
four years. 
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Table IV shows the minimum requirements in foreign language 
for entrance into any liberal course. 

TABLE IV 

Minimum Requirements in Foreign Language for 
Entrance into Any Liberal Course 



Greek, Latin, and one other. 

Greek and Latin 

Greek or Latin and one other 

Greek or Latin 

Latin and two modern 

Latin and one other 

Latin 

Two foreign languages 

One foreign language 

No foreign language 



1896 



1916 



3 o 
2 o 

I 2 

1 O 

2 O 

4 3 
4 O 
9 6 
6 18 

3 6 



In all except three schools some foreign language was required 
for entrance into all courses in 1896, and in all except six schools 
some foreign language was required for entrance into all courses 
in 1916. In 1896 seventeen schools required an ancient language, 
while in 1916 only five required an ancient language for entrance 
into all courses. 

Table V shows the requirements in mathematics for graduation 
from the A.B. course in 1896 and 1916. 

TABLE V 

Number op Years or Mathematics Required for 
Graduation from A.B. Course in 

1896 AND I0l6 



2 years 

x 2 

1 year 

i " 

Amount not specified 
None 



1896 



1916 



9 


2 


1 





IS 


13 


3 


2 


3 


1 


4 


17 



These requirements are in addition to the minimum entrance 
requirements in mathematics. In 1896 ten schools required more 
than one year of college mathematics, and in 1916 only two schools 
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required more than one year. In 1896 four schools required no 
college mathematics, and in 1916 seventeen schools required none. 
Table VI shows the requirements in foreign languages for 
graduation from the A.B. course in 1896 and 1916. The chief 
change shown in this table is the decline in the importance of Greek 
in the A.B. course. In 1896 it was required in twenty-two schools, 
and in 19 16 in only one school. Latin has also declined somewhat 
in importance, although it still has an important place. 

TABLE VI 

Requirements in Foreign Languages tor Gradua- 
tion from the A.B. Course in 1896 and 1916 



Greek and two modern languages. . 
Greek and Latin and one other. . . . 

Greek and Latin 

Greek or Latin and one other 

Greek or Latin 

Latin and two others 

Latin and one other 

Two foreign languages 

One foreign language 

No foreign language 



1896 



1916 



1 o 

5 1 

6 o 

2 9 
o 1 

2 2 

O 2 

O 4 

7 13 
2 3 



Table VII shows the minimum requirements in foreign language 
for graduation in any course. 

TABLE VII 

Minimum Foreign Language Requirements for 
Graduation in Any Liberal Course 



7 years 
6 " 

S " 
4 " 
3 " 
2 " 
1 year 
o " 



1896 



1916 



I 











4 





8 


2 


S 


4 


11 


20 


3 


5 


3 


4 



Two years of foreign language now seems to be the prevailing 
requirement for graduation. In 1916 only six schools required 
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more than two years, while in 1896 eighteen schools required 
more than two years. 

Table VIII shows the degrees and number of degrees offered by 
the institutions in 1896 and 1916. 



TABLE VIII 

Type and Number of Liberal Degrees Offered in 
1896 and 1916 



A.B 

B.S 

Ph.B 

B.L 

Four degrees. 
Three degrees 
Two degrees. 
One degree . . . 



1896 



igi6 



35 


3S 


20 


17 


13 





9 


1 


3 





15 


1 


3 


16 


14 


18 



The tendency has been to abolish the Ph.B. and B.L. degrees. 
There is only a slight decrease in the number of schools granting 
B.S. degrees, but in a number of catalogues the abandonment of 
this degree at some furure time was announced. The difference 
between requirements of the various courses has largely dis- 
appeared with the lowered requirements in foreign and especially 
ancient languages. 

Summary: The results of this study indicate a tendency toward 
granting one degree for all liberal studies and the elimination of 
specific requirements in mathematics and foreign languages both 
for entrance to, and graduation from, American colleges and 
universities. 



